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Births. 


Deaths. 


Deaths  under 
Two  Years. 


Infectious 

Disease. 


To  the  Chairman, 


May  2nd,  1919. 


Irthlingborough  Urban  Council. 


Sir, 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1918. 

The  statistics  for  births  and  deaths  are  now  supplied 
by  the  Registrar  General. 

The  number  of  births  during  the  year  were  : Males,  32  ; 
females,  33  ; total  65,  giving  a rate  of  12.5.  This  is  slightly 
larger  than  the  previous  year,  when  the  numbers  totalled 
56,  rate  11.2.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1918, 
which  I give  for  comparison  being  1 7.7. 

The  deaths  numbered  61  : Males  28,  females  33,  giving 
a rate  of  13.6.  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  17.8. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Measles  5,  whooping- 
cough  2,  diphtheria  3,  influenza  6,  tuberculosis  5,  cancer  9. 
I regret  to  see  the  last-named  disease  again  the  most  fatal 
in  Irthlingborough. 

Nine  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  are  recorded,  giving 
a rate  of  138-5-  This  is  a very  high  rate  but  I see  that  four 
of  the  nine  would  be  classed  according  to  returns  before  me 
as  congenital  debility.  The  question  of  forming  an  infant 
Welfare  Centre  has  been  before  you.  I certainly  advise 
joining  the  County  scheme,  the  district  being  too  small  to 
work  independently. 

There  was  an  unusual  amount  of  infectious  disease 
during  the  year,  the  most  important  of  course  being  influenza, 
which  was  practically  a world-wide  scourge  causing  far  more 
deaths  than  the  war.  In  your  district  it  appeared  to  some 
extent  in  July,  but  the  really  serious  outbreak  was  in 
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Diphtheria. 


Cement  Works. 


Housing. 


November.  It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  number  of  cases 
which  occurred,  but  your  mortality  (which  I should  not  put 
at  more  than  one  per  cent.)  is  certainly  lower  than  that  of 
other  districts,  for  example  about  half  what  I recorded  in 
the  adjoining  district  of  Thrapston.  I suggest  that  your 
better  sanitary  conditions  have  helped  you  through.  The 
schools  had  to  be  closed  in  November  as  so  many  children 
were  absent  owing  to  influenza,  but  the  same  course  had  to 
be  taken  throughout  nearly  the  whole  of  the  country. 

Measles  has  been  endemic  throughout  the  year.  In 
January  I found  it  necessary  to  advise  the  closing  of  the 
elementary  schools,  and  I also  suggested  the  closing  of  Sunday 
schools.  Over  the  latter  we  have  no  control,  but  I always 
find  the  different  religious  bodies  make  no  difficulty  about 
closing  them  if  they  think  it  necessary  for  the  health  of  the 
children. 

Twenty-two  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  the 
year,  but  no  real  epidemic  took  place,  and  it  never  seems  to 
have  got  hold  of  any  particular  school. 

There  were  four  cases  of  scarlet  fever  all  imported  from 
outside  ; care  was  taken  to  isolate  these  cases  as  far  as  possible, 
and  there  were  no  other  patients  in  the  town. 

Twelve  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified.  Factory 
work  undoubtedly  tends  to  increase  this  disease  owing  to 
the  want  of  fresh  air  in  these  places.  This  is  a matter  largely 
in  the  hands  of  the  workers,  who  should  help  themselves  by 
keeping  windows  and  ventilators  open,  and  remember  that 
draughts  of  fresh  air  will  not  give  people  colds,  it  is  the  want 
of  fresh  air  which  does  that. 

I was  asked  to  report  upon  the  Cement  Works.  In  my 
reply  I stated  that  undoubtedly  the  amount  of  cement  given 
off  is  a nuisance  to  the  adjacent  houses  ; fortunately  the 
works  are  at  the  edge  of  the  town.  The  waste  of  cement 
must  be  very  great,  and  it  should  be  the  direct  interest  of  the 
Cement  Company  to  stop  this.  I believe  they  are  fully  alive 
to  the  fact  and  are  trying  every  means  to  prevent  waste. 

The  housing  of  the  working  classes  is  the  most  prominent 
question  at  the  present  time.  It  is  especially  the  question  of 
interest  to  the  working  man  or  even  more  to  his  wife.  I 
should  like  to  see  a woman’s  committee  established  to  examine 
the  plans,  and  to  have  the  opportunity  of  saying  what  they 
really  do  need  in  a house. 


In  travelling  through  the  country  we  usually  find  rows 
of  mean  ugly  houses  denote  a manufacturing  town.  They 
have  been  put  up  by  the  speculative  builder  at  the  lowest 
cost.  The  business  of  the  speculative  builder  has,  at  least 
for  the  present,  totally  disappeared.  He  cannot  compete 
with  the  State-aided  house. 

The  working-man  will,  through  his  Council,  be  the 
designer  and  landlord  and  if  he  does  not  get  the  house  he 
really  wants,  it  will  be  his  own  fault. 

I hope  Irthlingborough  will  rise  to  the  occasion.  There 
is  plenty  of  room  outside  the  existing  town,  and  there  will 
be  no  need  to  over-crowd  the  new  houses.  I should  like 
to  see  the  rural  basis  of  eight  houses  to  the  acre  adopted. 

It  means  a little  more  money,  but  however  it  is  done 
the  cost  is  going  to  be  enormous. 

There  are  a number  of  houses  of  a low  class  in  the  older 
parts  of  the  town,  some  being  in  a bad  state  of  repair  owing  to 
things  being  let  go  during  the  four  years  of  war,  but  there  is 
no  part  that  could  exactly  be  called  a slum  area.  I advise 
that  a list  of  delapidated  and  insanitary  houses  be  made 
street  by  street,  and  then  a start  could  be  made  with  one  or 
two  streets  at  a time.  I believe  a good  deal  would  be  found 
to  do,  which  would  of  course  take  time. 

I also  submit  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  excellent  report. 

I have  always  found  Mr.  Bayes  doing  his  work  in  a most 
satisfactory  manner. 


I remain, 


Yours  faithfully, 

C.  N.  ELLIOTT,  M.B. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

To  the  Members  of  the 

Irthlingborough  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

As  Inspector  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Irthling- 
borough, I beg  to  submit  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1918. 

hour  deaths  during  the  year.  In  each  case  (including 
diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever)  all  cases  were  frequently  visited 
and  disinfectants  supplied.  Every  dwelling  was  fumigated. 
In  case  of  death,  bedding  was  destroyed  and  compensation 
given.  Papers  were  stripped  from  the  walls  and  dwellings 
cleaned  and  renovated  in  practically  every  case. 

No  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year.  There 
is  an  uigent  demand  for  new  houses,  and  the  Council  have  a 
housing  scheme  well  in  hand  but  where  the  workmen  are  to 

be  found  to  build  them  is  a question  more  easily  asked  than 
answered. 

One  delapidated  old  cottage  has  been  demolished  and 
one  veiy  good  house  has  been  demolished  to  make  room  for 
factory  enlargements. 

Twelve  houses  have  been  repaired  under  the  Housing 
Act,  1890  and  three  under  Section  15,  Housing  Act,  1909. 

Theie  are  however  a large  number  of  houses  in  a bad  state 
of  repair  but  owing  to  the  lack  of  suitable  labour  it  is  impossible 
to  get  the  necessary  work  done.  In  many  cases  orders  have 
been  given  for  several  months,  but  nothing  done  at  present. 

Two  overcrowding  and  four  filthy  dwellings  have  been 
dealt  with. 
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Drainage,  &c. 


Flushing 

Cisterns. 


Scavenging. 


Premier 
Cement  Works. 


Hatton,  Shaw 
& Co.’s 
Tannery. 


Drains  affecting  54  houses  were  found  to  be  blocked. 
Nuisances  were  also  found  affecting  20  W.C.’s  all  in  such  a 
state  as  to  be  a nuisance  and  injurious  to  health.  Owing  to 
the  great  scarcity  of  labour  much  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  getting  these  nuisances  abated,  and  more  than  once  the 
Council’s  men  had  to  do  the  work  themselves. 

Seventeen  broken  and  defective  cisterns  were  replaced 
by  new  ones.  There  are  a large  number  of  hand-flushed 
closets  in  the  town  and  very  often  nuisances  are  caused 
through  insufficient  flushing.  Numerous  orders  have  been 
given  to  owners  to  provide  a flushing  cistern  to  each  W.C., 
but  only  8 cisterns  were  fixed  during  the  year. 

Much  depends  on  the  way  in  which  this  work  is  carried 
out.  I have  on  former  occasions  complained  of  the  large 
amount  of  material  that  has  been  removed  week  by  week 
by  the  scavengers  that  tenants  ought  to  have  burnt  them- 
selves. Owing  to  the  shortage  of  coal  of  late  much  has  been 
burnt  that  formerly  was  deposited  in  the  ash  receptacle.  In 
my  opinion  the  scavenger  has  done  his  work  satisfactorily 
during  the  year. 

Complaints  have  been  received  many  times  during  the 
year  from  residents  calling  attention  to  the  quantity  of  dust 
emitting  from  the  works.  Both  the  M.O.H.  and  myself 
have  visited  on  several  occasions.  In  September  last  we 
were  told  by  the  Manager  they  were  doing  all  they  could  to 
minimise  the  dust  escaping.  It  contains  a large  quantity 
of  potash  which  is  very  valuable.  The  Manager  further 
informed  us  that  Sturtiverts’  Engineering  Firm,  a firm  of  the 
highest  repute  were  doing  their  utmost  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  dust  and  only  the  day  prior  to  our  visit  there  had  been  a 
Research  Engineer  experimenting  at  the  works. 

He  also  informed  us  that  they  were  experimenting  at 
another  of  their  works,  and  if  successful  they  would  have  a 
similar  arrangement  at  Irthlingborough. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  promises  we  still  receive 
complaints,  and  in  my  opinion  we  always  shall  so  long  as 
cement  is  manufactured. 

In  March,  1918,  a letter  was  received  from  the  firm  asking 
the  Council  to  take  their  effluent  into  the  Council’s  sewers. 
The  matter  was  referred  to  the  General  Purposes  Committee. 
The  Council  are  aware  that  the  whole  of  the  firm’s  effluent 
discharges  into  the  back  brook  near  the  works. 


Analysis. 


Report. 
Factories,  &c. 


Inspection  of 
Food,  etc. 


This  brook  is  in  a filthy  state,  choked  up  with  filth  and 
vegetable  matter,  and  is  a nuisance  and  injurious  to  health. 
Instead  of  the  stream  taking  its  natural  course  at  times  it 
is  either  at  a standstill  or  takes  the  opposite  direction. 

Analysis  of  Town  Water  Supply.  By  Mr.  Wm.  Elborne, 
Peterborough. 


Appearance 

Clear 

Total  dissolved  solids,  dried  at  2I2°F. 

46 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  ... 

5-25 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

o-45 

Oxygen  absorbed  at  80  °F.  in  4 hours 

0.05 

Nitrogen  in  Nitiites 

None 

Free  Ammonia  

0.0015 

Albumoid  Ammonia 

0.001 

Hardness 

33  degrees 

Poisonous  Metals 

None 

Result  of  Bacteriological  Examination  (Satisfactory). 

Per  Presumptive  Test  for  B.  Coli : Negative  results. 

The  analysis  indicates  a very  hard  water  but  wholesome 
for  drinking  purposes  and  suitable  for  a town  supply. 

— William  Elborne. 

Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  Bakehouses,  Dairies, 
etc.,  have  been  visited  and  inspected  during  the  year,  and 
things  that  required  doing  were  attended  to. 

Small  quantities  of  tinned  goods  were  inspected  and 
found  to  be  unfit  for  food.  Goods  were  willingly  surrendered 
and  destroyed.  In  July  last  my  attention  was  called  to 
inspect  a consignment  of  bacon  weighing  4 cwt.  23  lbs.  It 
was  totally  unfit  for  the  food  of  man.  The  consignment  was 
surrendered  by  the  tradesmen  and  was  forwarded  to  Liverpool 
to  have  the  fats  extracted  for  Government  purposes. 

In  conclusion  I have  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council 
including  every  officer  for  their  kindly  assistance  during 
the  year. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


GEORGE  BAYES. 
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